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wealth, a school of practical capacity and of the virtues
which make self-government both possible and useful. We
recognise the influence of Roscher when the young student
exults, in 1854, that Prussia has obtained a harbour on the
North : " Yet another attempt to remove the old humilia-
tion which has for so long made the first seafaring nation
of the world a stranger to the sea." *

For a time, indeed, the ideas of these great teachers lay
undeveloped in his mind. Some years elapsed before he
found out the line of study best suited to his aptitudes and
interests. He dabbled in the theory of aesthetics, he was
tempted towards journalism, he had serious thoughts of
devoting himself to poetry. But his political views were
forming themselves more rapidly and decidedly than he was
himself aware. It is significant that his first volume of
poetry, Vaterldndische Gedichte (1856), was inspired by his
discontent with the state of German politics, and was in-
tended to show that Germany still suffered from the same
evils as in the Middle Ages. " There are many bitter words
in this little book; they only express the sensations which
every thinking man has experienced in the last few years." 2
In the last resort his poetry was inspired by political con-
victions, and by a wide, though unsystematic course of
historical reading. He discovered his true vocation when
he began, as a young doctor, to give occasional courses of
lectures. It was easy for him to express his views with
method and with vigour in a spoken discourse. He also
realised, as many other teachers have realised, that his own
studies were helped by personal contact with an audience,
that his mind worked more freely and his conclusions
shaped themselves more clearly when he was lecturing.
This experience, and financial considerations which he could
not disregard, turned the scale against poetry and in favour
of an academic career. He settled down, though not with-
out a struggle, to the systematic study of political science.

Thus in 1855 and 1856 we find him busy with the Politics
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